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iMtED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 

Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics 

Vfashington,   D.    C.  .  . 

FARM  POPULATION  ESTIMATES. 
January  1944 

In  January  1944  there  were  25, 521  ,,000  persons  living  .on.  farms  in  the  United 
States,  according  to  the  estimates  of  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics,  From 
a  level  of  30,;  269, 000  in  January  1940,  the  farm  population  has  decreased  in  the 
last  4  years  by  4,748,000  persons,  or  15,7  percent.  Half  of  this  decrease  took 
"place  in  the  single  year  1942,  ■when  migration  of  farm  people  to  war  industries  and 
entrance  of  farm, men  into  the  armed  forces  was  heaviest.  Slackening  of  migration 
of  farm  people  to  cities,  towns,  and  villages  and  deferment  of  essential  farm 
workers  cut  down  the  rate  of  decrease  during  1943-   The  farm  population  decreased 
by  1,138,000  persons  between  January  1943  and   January  1944.,  but  this  was  only  half 
the  decrease  of  2,389,000  which  took  place  in  19420 

By  far  the  largest  part  of  the  decrease  in  the  farm  population  since 
January  1940  was  caused  by  the  migration  of  farm  people  tc  cities,  towns,  and 
villages o  A  substantial  part  of  the  decrease  was  due  to. inductions  and  enlist- 
ments of  men  into  the  armed  forces.   Soma  of  the  decrease  in  the  farm  population, 
however,  has  come  about  without  migration  -'rhen  faming  operations  have  ceased  on 
a  unit  and  its  dwelling  is  no  longer  classified  as  a  farm  residence.   All  these 
departures  from  the  farm  population  were  only  parti ally, offset  by  natural  increase 
and  by  people  moving  to  farms.  ■  ,'   '■  " 

In  the  4  years  since  January  1940,  the  following  changes  are  estimated  to 
have  occurred  in  the  farm  population: 

(1)  A  net  loss  to  thq  armed  forces  of  1,650,000  men  who  were  living 
on  farms  at  the  time  they  enlisted  or  were  inducted;-'  "■' 

(2)  A  net  loss  of  4,666,000  persons  of  both  sexes  and  all  ages  who 
either  moved  away  from  farms  or  who  are  living  on  places  which 
are  no  longer  farms  because  all  agricultural  operations  have 
ceased;  •   .  :,..'•: 

(3)  A  net  gain  of  1,562,000  through  the  excess  of  births  over 
deaths  in  the  farm  populations 

The  estimate  of   the  number  of  persons  living  on  farms  who  entered  the  armed  forces 
includes  net  only  farm  workers,  but  also  a  great  many  young  men  who  were  living 
_ on  farms  but  working  at  nonagri cultural  occupations  or  attending  school, 

If  farm  men  in  the  armed  forces  are  counted  as  part  of  the  farm  population, 
the  present  level  of  farm  population  is  about  650,000  lower  than  the  level  which 
would  have  been  reached  if  the  depression  of  the  early  1930''s"  had' riot  interrupted 
the  downward  trend  which  prevailed  from  1916  to  1930„  Thus  4  years  of  increased 
nonfarm  employm  nt  opportunities  during  the  defense  and  war  period  have  more  than 
wiped  out  the  effect  of  the  depression  on  the  trend  in  farm  population. 

Information  on  changes  in.  the  composition  of  the  farm  -population  during 
the  last  4  years  will  be  released  shortly  from  a  cooperative  survey  made  this 
year  by  the  Bureau  of  the  Census  and  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics. 
Estimates  of  changes  in  the  farm  population  due  to  births,  deaths,  and  movement 
to  and  from  farms  during  1942  and  1943  by  major  geographic  divisions  are  also 
being  developed  and  will  be  released  at  a  later  date. 
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